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Officer  of  Health  for 


July,  1968. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Presteigne  Urban  District  Council* 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1967* 

The  general  health  of  the  area  has  been  good,  with  no  severe 
outbreaks  of  illness,  except  for  an  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  early 
months  of  1967 • 

I have  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their 
unfailing  help  and  cc-cperation. 


I am, 

Madam  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.J.  Walker,  M.A.,  M.B*,  BCii. 


Warden  Court, 
Presteigne. 
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SECTION  a 


STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  COTJT.TT.C 

Area  (in  acres) 

2718 

Population  (estimated) 

1230 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

441 

Rateable  Value  of  the  area 

« 27, 600 

Sum  represented  by  a Id  rate 

£104 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  BI33A 3ES  & KCT.  PC ISQCTG 

There  were  55  notify cations  of  Measles  during  the 
the  year,  hut  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred . 

BIRTHS  & INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
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BIRTH  RATES 


? op  u i a t i c r.i  1230 

L Ko  _ 

Rate/lOOC 

Total  Births 
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DEATH  RATES 


PopuIatiC'j  1230 

No 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

18 

14 '’63 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year 

" 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  system 
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nr  v : 
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TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 
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FOR  TH.2  kSm 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Publio  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital, 
Hereford,  provides  the  necessary  facilities  for  the  area. 
Special  facilities  are  available  at  a privsr-..  1 s-  iory 
in  Gloucester. 


CLIHICS 

The  County  Council  hold  the  child  Welfare  Gil.*.  ...c  .1 

the  2nd  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  the  local  Olinii  ■ 

Application  has  been  received  for  the  erection  a 
new  health  clinic  in  the  town. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPIOC'I'OP. 
FOB  1.967 


July,  1968. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Presteigne  Urban  District  Councils 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1967  of  work 
carried  out  by,  and  falling  within  the  scope  of,  your  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

During  the  year  under  review  various  changes  took  place  affecting 
the  whole  of  the  administration  and  staffing  of  Presteigne  UkD-G., 

Following  the  receipt  of  the  resignation  of  their  part-time 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  proposed 
re-organization  of  local  government  throughout  the  Country,  and  in 
Wales  in  particular,  Presteigne  U.D.C.,  decided  to  make  an  approach 
to  a neighbouring  rural  authority  - New  Radnor  R.P.C.,  - with  a view 
to  creating  a full-time  joint  post  of  Surveyor  and  Public  Health 
Inspector.  At  a later  date,  and  following  the  receipt  cf  hr 
resignation  of  the  Clerk  of  New  Radnor  R.D.C.,  it  was  eventually 
agreed  that  Presteigne  U.D.C.,  and  New  Radnor  R.D.C..  should 
amalgamate  for  all  purposes  of  administration. 

Work  of  converting  ex-school  into  New  Council  Offices  having 
been  completed,  the  new  administration  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  December  1967  (having  by  then  appointed  joint  staff)  and  took 
up  occupation  of  their  new  premises. 


I am, 


L.  Allen, 

Surveyor  & Public  Health 
Inspector. 
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STAFF 


Mr.  Lee  resigned  from  his  appointment  as  part-time  Surveyor 
and  Public  Health  Inspector  to  Presteigne  Urban  district  0 uncil 

on  31st  December,  1967* 

Mr.  Allen  took  up  his  appointment  as  Surveyor  and  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  Presteigne  Urban  District  Council  as  from  1st  December, 
1967 , an  appointment  he  shared  jointly  with  Hew  Radnor  Rural  District 

Council* 

During  the  interim  period  from  February  to  November  essential 
public  health  work  end  in  particular  meat  irrpooti  v rt  fcha  two 
private  slaughter  houses  was  dealt  with  locally . 


WATER  3'. 


Owing  to  continual  breakdown  of  existing  pumps,  sxu.jssiva  popping 
costs,  poor  pressure  in  town,  and  increased  water  demands,  the  new!  ■ 
formed  Radnorshire  and  North  Breconshire  later  Beard  decide  1 to 
introduce  a now  source  of  supply  into  Presteigne,  construct  0.  row 
reservoir  at  a higher  level  and  provide  several  new  distribution  mains 
This  work  was  well  in  hand  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Although  shortages  of  water  occurred  in  the  area,  the  can,.,  re. 
realised  that  this  would  only  be  for  a limited  duration,  until  the 
new  supply  oame  into  use. 


DRAINAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Whilst  no  serious  difficulties  were  experienced  with  their 
disposal  plant,  a large  stock  pile  of  sludge  from  the  sludge  drying 
beds  accummulated  inside  the  perimeter  of  the  sewage  works.  Whenever 
possible  liquid  sludge  was  disposed  of  on  nearby  land  to  try  and 
alleviate  this  problem.  ! 

■fli  **  V.  •*  ’•  .'J  tv>  Vv  V'  \\ti  ■ 
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HOUSING 


Council  houses  - The  completion  of  the  .rection  of  20  houses  and 
8-1  bedroom  bungalows  at  Tcwnend  Tv  fca"  o was  \ ealised  by  the  end  of 
the  year,  leaving  only  4 bungalows  uma  construct  i-  u on  this  site. 

The  Council  are  negotiating  to  purchase  add:  cionai  bard  adjoining 
this  site,  and  also  to  sell  seme  ground  to  the  had  .or shire  County 
Council  for  a Home  for  the  Aged. 

Two  of  the  older  Council  houses  were  sold  to  existing  tenants. 

Private  Bi;ilding  - The  erection  of  one  private  dwelling  was  completed 

during  the  year  under  review,  and  three  dwellings  ware  under  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


IMPROVEMENT  C-EaNTS 

Discretionary  - For  some  time  in  the  past,  the  Council  had  not  been 
approving  any  discretionary  improvement  grants,  but  following  the 
receipt  of  a notice  of  motion  it  was  agreed:-  “That  this  Council  is  now 
prepared  to  receive  applications  for  discretionary  grants  under  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1958  as  amended  by  the  House 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959,  the  Housing  Act  ±961  and  !he  Housing 
Act  1964,  and  that  the  Council  resolution  of  Oth  July  1>)55  (viz.,  that 
in  view  of  the  Council's  present  financial  position  hb.  . are  4oyc«s<\ 
to  suspend  the  consideration  of  any  further  improvement  ' i t convex  on 
grants)  is  hereby  rescinded'1.  This  was  certainly  a step  :h.  the 
right  direction,  and  an  encouragement  to  property  own:- it  to  bn  l.g 
their  dwellings  up  to  a modern  standard. 

During  the  year  under  review  three  applications  for  d 5 scroti onxey 
improvement  grants  were  received  and  approved  by  the  C^unciJ  .> 

Standard  - One  application  was  received  -for  a standard  grant  to  a 
private  dwelling  and  this  was  approved. 

The  Council  also  applied  to  the  Welsh  Office  for  a standard 
grant  in  respect  of  improvements  to  two  of  their  dwellings,  both  of 
which  were  approved. 


REFUSE  COLLECTS  & DISPOSAL 


The  Council  operate  a weekly  refuse  collection  service  throughout 
the  “built-up"  area  of  their  district.  The  surrounding  rural  area 
receives  a collection  twice  a month  and  this  would  appear  to  he  adequate. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  burning  in  a small  incinerator.  Clinkctu; 
and  non-combustible  material  are  disposed  of  by  tipping  on  waste  grouud 
beside  the  incinerator. 
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MEAT  & FOOD  INSPECTION 


There  are  two  private  slaughter  ho-s^s  operating  in  this  district. 
These  are  owned  by  two  local  butcher.-  "Ion-1- ter  i or  dieir  own 
requirements . 


Lists  of  carcases  and  offal  in- rested  and  • .*  ? or-v.sd  in  whole  or 
in  part  was  as  follows s- 


Cattle 

excl..  Cows 

... 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  (if  known) 

192 

- 

« 

427 

159 

Number  inspected 

192 

- 

- . 

427 

159 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  & cysterci 
whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

6 

_ 

- 

18 

J 

3 

Tuberculosis  only- 

whole  carcases  ^ trued 

1 

“ 

! 

L 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  r condemned 

1 

I 

~ ij 

Cysticercosis  only 

Generalised  and  condemned 

! 

| 

2 

“ 

j 

;t 

5 

s 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

. i 

j 

! 

J 

i 

! 

] 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

I 

T ' 

1 

* j - 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS 


Premises 

No  on 

No  of 

i j 

Inspections 

Register 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3>  4 & 6 are 
to  he  enforeced  by  L.A. 

4 

\ 

1 

3 . ...  1 

Factories  (not  included 
above)  in  which  Sec.  7 

|f 

| 

is  enforoed  by  L.A. 

6 

4 
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